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Lc 21, 5-19

While some people were speaking about how the temple was 
adorned with costly stones and votive offerings, Jesus said, "All 
that you see here--the days will come when there will not be left 
a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down." Then 
they asked him, "Teacher, when will this happen? And what sign 
will there be when all these things are about to happen?" He 
answered, "See that you not be deceived, for many will come in 
my name, saying, 'I am he,' and 'The time has come.' Do not follow 
them! When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be 
terrified; for such things must happen first, but it will not 
immediately be the end." Then he said to them, "Nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place; 
and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the sky." 
Before all this happens, however, they will seize and persecute 
you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and 
they will have you led before kings and governors because of my 
name. It will lead to your giving testimony. Remember, you are not 
to prepare your defense beforehand, for I myself shall give you a 
wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless to 
resist or refute. You will even be handed over by parents, 
brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you to 
death. You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair 
on your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will 
secure your lives. 

In our life, there are persecutions, painful events, humiliations. As Lay 
Claretian, we are called to deal wiith them with trust in God, who cares 
for us and protects us. As Claret,    we are confident that "everything 
happens for our good" (Aut. 44). Faced with the temptation of pessimism 
and bitterness when facing difficulties, the Word strengthens us to give 
ourselves to Him with greater enthusiasm, faithfully living the love of God, 

Today, in such a different world, Claret continues to teach us how to deal with adverse 
situations. His lifestyle is "follow and imitate Jesus Christ in working, suffering, and always 
strive for the greater glory of God and salvation of souls through actions to combat the evils 
of society; oriented missionary service for the promotion and release of brothers and 
sisters; being moved by an evangelizing passion; service to the word without refolded by 
fatigue, difficulties or persecutions ". (Sourcebook 4) 

Lord, You have told us that no hair will fall from our head without you knowing. We trust you. You are always 
present in our lives, when we accept your plan of salvation, (Sourcebook 32) when things are not as we want 
or are not what we expect. Give us Lord words of fire, as you did to Claret, to burn the warm hearts of those 
who do not know you yet. Grant us Lord, an absolute trust in you.


